
JSCRCC HISTORY  
 
It is fortunate that our club through the years has retained documentation on some of the outstanding 
accomplishments of members who interfaced with NASA programs such as high lift over drag flying bodies, and 
various acrobatic designs.  
 
Dave Hoffman’s (club treasurer for many years) recollections of the early years: 
I have records of my reserving the meeting room for the club in the early seventies. Probably 30 years would be a 
fair guess. 

Initially the club met inside NASA in an office room. Security in 1964 was very tight and membership was limited to 
NASA and NASA contractors. I got in because my then wife worked for NASA. 

Had to get someone to come out and sign me in as a visitor, get a temporary car pass and then be escorted to the 
meeting place. Was also escorted back for check out and surrender of car pass and temporary visitor's badge. These 
were quite exciting times as most of the club members were the movers and shakers on the leading edge of the 
Gemini and Apollo programs. Got to see and hear much that the public never saw. Also, most of our radio systems 
were scratch built and a far cry from the good stuff we now buy--that WORKS! Early Saturday flight sessions often 
had 50% or more casualties to aircraft. Didn't have CA glue then. 

Later the club met in various members' homes and then Buffalo Savings and Loan building (long gone) on NASA 1 
when we wanted to allow non-NASA personnel to be eligible for membership. Believe our first meeting at the Clear 
Lake Park building occurred near the end of '69 or '70. 

The Johnson Space Center Radio Control Club (JSCRCC) was organized in 1964 as the Manned Space Center club and 
utilized the paved areas of the JSC antenna range located behind Building 14 for its runway. The club has been flying 
at the same field ever since. Much of this history was extracted from ditto sheets of the early newsletters dating 
back to 1970. 

Early activities were related to work at the center. Some events that have taken place included building models to 
demonstrate the Boeing 747/Shuttle piggy concept, high lift over drag flying bodies, and various acrobatic designs. 

The club started with around 49 members and grew to a maximum of 190 in1990. The JSCRC Club currently has 
about 60 members.  

John Kiker was a member during the early '70s and chronicled many of the members and their activities through 
photos. A series of photos have been copied from John's archive and are described below.  

These photos illustrate the importance of modeling at the Johnson Space Center, originally named the "Manned 
Spacecraft Center". The first photo was taken in 1966 before man landed on the moon. These are some early  
members of the club, left to right, John Kiker, Tom (?), and Frank Borman (early astronaut).  
The second photo is of an early club meeting. The photo date is 1967. Note the early radio equipment and support  
Equipment 
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This photo is of an early prototype of a fly back booster. This 
model was designed and built by Gene Ashley.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

John Kiker wrote the following article about the club in the early '70s and included photographs of 
the MSC/RC Club. 

 
This photograph is of the MSC/RC Club in 1971. From left to 
right Paul Kloetzer, Bill Lofland, Gene Ashley, Kevin Fatorny, 
Charles Palermot, Owen Morris, Frank Fatorny, Mike 
Gaudiano, Joe Martin, John Kiker, Tim Brown, Karl Remmler, 
and Chuck Deiterich. As you would expect on any one day, 
this represents about half the club members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This next photograph is of Tim Brown's beautiful original Semi 
scale. It has the general dimensions of the Sperry Messinger, 
has a Supertigre .51 for power, and Monokote forcovering. It 
flew just great until a short in the transmitter caused it to be 
totaled.  
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These next two photographs are of my Graupner Cirrus and Cumulus sailplanes. Both are beautiful performers. The 
Cumulus is Mr. Graupner's new ARF models. It can best be described as superb. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Owen Morris' original sailplane. It has an “easy does it” 
HobyPoxy fuselage with a shark’s head painted on the nose. 
It is a beautiful flying model. He is Chief of the Lunar 
Excursion Module Project Office. I do not know how he 
found time to build the sailplane with his traveling and 
heavy responsibilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next is a photograph of Charlie Palermo's scale fine flying 
Spirit of St. Louis. He recently won RCM model of the month 
award with his Travelaire. The club members that like to fly 
pattern were absent that day. However, the trend has been 
to fly kit types of past winners such as the Kwick Fly or else 
plastic ARF's such as the Dee Bee, Pilot, and Lanier. As you 
can see, the interest is varied. With the main concern being 
to relax and enjoy the hobby. We all hope to soon have time 
to get back to the experimental model plane. This to me is 
the real fun. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



This shows a model of Bill Loflands early Orbiter Concept. We all know what happened with this model. 

 
 
 
This last photograph shows a model of the space shuttle that Bill Lofland and I built (editor’s note: this model is now 
in the AMA museum). This model was built for test flights and early development of the Shuttle 747Ferry. 
 

Kiker Historic Clip 
2_web.mp4

 

 
 
One of the early Shuttle concepts was a Booster stage and a piggyback Orbiter. Models were built and the concept 
demonstrated through flight tests. It was one of the original club members who built the first conceptual R/C 
model of the Shuttle Orbiter/747 Carrier Aircraft to demonstrate the possibility of returning the Orbiter from 
California to Florida by using a Boeing 747 to piggyback the Orbiter.  NASA liked the idea, and the rest is history. 
 
 
 One of the piggyback concepts was modeled and flown at the JSC field. The following photographs illustrate the 
launch preparations and the model in the vertical launch position. Dimensions and other data are not available, 
but the model appears to be about 4 ft tall. 
 
 
The photos below show Kirby Hinson, his son, Owen Morris, and Hoot Gibson. Others are hooking up at 
all the rocket motors and preparing for launch.  
 
The original photos were donated to the AMA Museum. 
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The model did fly successfully from liftoff to Orbiter separation as shown in the above photo sequence. 
 
 
 
Pewter Mule by Ken White 
Club members were invited to attend the Owen Morris estate sale early before it was opened to the public.  When 
I first entered, I walked to the back and saw a silver rocket on a shelf set in a foam cradle. I immediately recognized 
it, as I was there when some of the tests were made with this craft. It was the Pewter Mule.  Later during the evening 
others found some photos of the craft being wired up for launch.  I left the estate with a few items and did not think 
too much about it but slept on it.  In the morning I told myself this model needs to be in a museum. I called Mike 
Laible (club president) and got the phone number to the personnel in care of the estate and called them.  After 
discussing with them about the history of the model, they agreed and let me pick up the model the next day, along 



with the photos. They asked that it be donated in Mrs. Joyce Morris’s name for Owen. Unfortunately, we do not 
have the shuttle model. 
 
I did not know a lot of the details about this rocket, but after discussing it with Mike he had indicated that he had 

some documentation that he acquired for our 50th anniversary event. These documents were obtained from David 
Hinson, Kirby Hinson’s brother. Mike sent this to me and I called Michael Smith the director for the AMA museum.  
He was very interested and sent me the paperwork necessary for the AMA museum staff to use to determine if they 
want to accept the artifact.  It was a good thing Mike sent me the documentation as it was needed to fill out the 
required form.   
 
Here are the facts as best as I know them, based on the data sent to me. The model was designed and built by Kirby 
Hinson, Owen Morris and David Glock around the 1978 - 1979 time period.  The flight took place in 1979.  The rocket 
was designed to continue the proof of concept of the space shuttle orbiter project. It occurred a few years after the 
test flights with the 747 and piggy back shuttle models.  The model is constructed of balsa, ply and injected foam. It 
weighs approximately 8 lbs and with the shuttle attached 13 lbs.  It is 4’-6” tall, 7” in diameter and has engine pods 
for 24 Estes D12 rocket motors.  It has two parachutes for the nose cone and rocket, one 3’ in diameter and the 
other 5’ in diameter.  Kirby wrote up several procedures documents to hook up the motors and launch sequence.  It 
is painted pewter silver and given the name Pewter Mule, I assume by Kirby, but not sure on that.  
 
I filled out the AMA form and sent them all of the documentation in May 2019.  The AMA has a panel that reviews 
submissions every three months.  The meeting was held in mid-June and the model was accepted.  The Owen family 
requested that it might be displayed in the local area, so I made the request to the museum director that they 
consider drawing up a contract with Space Center Houston similar to the one for the 747/shuttle models currently 
on display there.  He indicated that they would look into that.   
 
Now how to get the model there?  It could be mailed but I have never been to the AMA museum, so decided to 
make a trip.  After discussion with museum staff, a date of September 16th was set.  The trip was planned and I and 
friend and fellow modeler, Fred Daniels headed to Muncie, Indiana of September 14th. We arrived late on the 15th 
(long trip) and made arrangements to meet at the museum the next day.  We met both Maria VanVrede, museum 
collections manager and Michael Smith, the museum Director.  The model was presented and accepted and the 
Deed of Gift was filled out and as promised, credit given to Joyce Morris for donating this piece of history.  
 
The photos below show Michael Smith inspecting the craft.  I was also interviewed by Mr. Smith with Matt Ruddick 
filming.  After we left, I was informed that the Pewter Mule will reside in the same case where the model 747 and 
Shuttle were before being loaned to NASA Space Center.  A photo of the Pewter Mule can be found on the AMA web 
site under Artifacts in the museum section.   
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